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Sunday, February 28, 2010 
 I sent out the March Newsletter today. Barb Rizzo Kribb’s email is over quota. 
See what happens? Idle hands are tools of the Devil! Mardy Urbanic is still offline. If 
any of you have a phone number that works for her, could you send it to me, please? 
There is a problem with Debbie Elliot’s Yahoo email. I am loading her phone number 
into my cell now. 
 Dan Kennedy was the first to respond to the March newsletter. He adds to the 
legendary Dale Scott trash can story, “Just reading the Newsletter and I remember a 

Dale Scott trash can story. The version I remember is Mr. Kurilla getting mad at Dale 

and kicking the can so hard that he hurt his foot.  (Not sure, but I think he cursed which 

was not something you heard every day from a teacher). My recollection (which after 

being at Ohio State in the 70s is often a little foggy) is that Mr. Kurilla made Dale stand 

in the trash can while he ran down the hall to attend to his foot. Knowing Mr. Kurilla, 

maybe there are two Dale Scott trash can stories. Dale and I were good friends in 5th 

and 6th grade when I spent many a weekend night at his house in South Madison or he 

stayed at mine in the village.” 
 Edwina Ogurchak O’Rourke was entertained by the newsletter because she is 
too short to go outside. 
 Larry Jones followed up the newsletter by sending me some leads from his 
Super Alumni Directory. Bob Mollohan isn’t in there, but three other Mollohan are: a hat 
trick of Mollohan’s! There is a Nelson Blouin in Madison that might help find Lorraine 

Blouin. He found the same info I have for Candy Trzaska, but also an email. I have 
already emailed her and hope for a response. Larry knows Robin Silveroli, class of 1976, 
and knows both her brothers. Silverolis were customers on Larry’s paper route. Larry had 
Robin’s younger brother on the minor league baseball team that he coached. He was 
Larry’s left fielder, and Larry says that little kid had quite an arm. 
 Mr. Tom Williams, Class of ’50, called. They are preparing for the MMHS class 
reunion tomorrow (Mar 1) in FL. If I have straight what he told me, a lady named Pat 

Wood started it, and he and Mr. Ralph Spaulding are now organizing it. It is held every 
year on the first Monday in March. They are expecting 24 classmates tomorrow. 
He also told me that lake County Days are being held in that general area on March 11. 
Mr.Williams is supposed to get me more information on that. I told Tom about the time I 
went for a walk and saw a “Madison Class of 1952 Reunion” sign in my neighborhood. It 
was being held at the home of the late Jack Cone. 
 Liz Bucar thought it was my best newsletter yet because she was mentioned so 
much in it. Maybe it will go down as the “BJ Bucar Special Edition” issue. She added, 
“Across the river, The Wayne Highlands School district is trying to lease their mineral 

rights so Hess can plant a giant pad right on school grounds.” 
 Jerry Masek wrote to comment of our class reunions: “I served on some of the 

committees for past reunions and still have the computer files. If anyone wants them, they 

are welcome to them. The 10-year reunion was held 7-27-91 at the DeRubertis Party 

Center. I have some of the minutes of the committee meetings. They show we were 

undecided as to where to hold a Sunday afternoon picnic and does not mention anything 

about a Friday night event.”  



“In 1981, the 10-year reunion was again held at the DeRubertis Party Center. I 

have no other info to offer.”  
“In 2001, for the 20-year reunion, the Friday night event was held at the 

Harpersfield Winery. The Saturday event was held at the Flying Burrito and the Sunday 

picnic was held at North Townline Park in Perry. I believe Barb Hughart was our host. 

The park is closed to outsiders. Someone who lives in Perry must reserve the space. That 

was Barb.” Comments, additions, and corrections welcome. 
For you quilters, see an ad at the end of this newsletter.  

Monday, March 01, 2010 
 Candy Trzaska Carr would like to get the newsletter. I’ve been trying to contact 
her for a long time, and here she lives in nearby Rock Creek! Thanks for the email, 
Larry Jones! 
 I heard Al Hoffacker’s company ad on AM radio today for the first time. Al 
spoke the commercial himself. 
 I sent out two emails of the senior section of the ’71 Cauldron, creating all kinds 
of havoc: returned emails, amazement as to where all the years have gone, etc. The 
returned emails filled my mailbox up 94%, a new personal best. It seems those of you 
with North Coast Web couldn’t handle it. I’m a former North Coast Web user. I quit cold 
turkey. 
Tuesday, March 02, 2010 

Tom Williams, Class of ’50 and  the organizer of the MMHS reunion in FL, 
emailed these comments: Ralph Spaulding taught at North Madison Elementary from 
1960-68 then went to Geneva to teach. Lois Nichols Ellis taught at Madison from 1954-
57 then left to raise a family. Mary Kurila taught at Redbird Elementary and tutored at 
Homer Nash 1958-1976-1998. Also, he sent some pictures and I’m betting some of you 
might know some of these Madison alumni.  

 
The Cauldron pictures prompted a few comments: 

 Those pictures always inspire comments about the late Bob Pollock. Edwina 

Ogurchak remembers a day in school where she was walking toward Bob and when she 
got close to him, he grabbed her and lifted her over his head and dropped her behind him. 
People cheered because she didn't get hurt and landed on her feet! Also, she was 
wondering if Bob got his letter jacket for track or cross country? His “Senior 
Involvements” include CC2 and T1, so I’m guessing Cross Country, his sophomore year. 
I know he didn’t letter in basketball his sophomore year.  

Edwina Ogurchak wanted to know what was in those coconut "cups" that 
Physics boys were drinking with straws. My guess is coconut milk. Some may have been 
snorting coke from a coconut, but I doubt it. We were celebrating Newton Day, in honor 
of their hero, Sir Isaac Newton. Dan Kennedy and Rob Melius still have their Newton 
Creed card. They wouldn’t part with it for a million bucks. Offer them $5 and see if they 
take it! Then Edwina wrote, “Ah yes, but can you guys still recite the Creed w/o the 
cards? That would show you to be true nerds.” I crossed her up and copy-and-pasted the 
Creed that Rob and Dan sent me a couple of years ago. Haaaa! 
 One underclassman, who shall remain nameless, wrote “All I can say is, ‘All 
my memories of 1971 just came rushing back’!! This only re-confirms to me that the 
class of "71" had the best looking gals in the history of MHS!! All the classes had 



beautiful women but this one "Hands Down" was the cream of the crop! Thanks to you 
and Larry [Jones] for sharing.” [Editor’s note: Yes, they looked good, but they were 
mean! Some still are!]  
 Sandi Skidmore must not have seen these HS pictures for quite a while! She 
thinks we’ve changed! Nah! We haven’t changed a bit! 
Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

 Tim Brotzman wrote. He saw Jennifer Hemple is on the missing list. The 
other day Tim was at a Rabbit Run Theater function and the Madison Jazz Band was 
playing. Mr. Joe Acerra’s son, Joe, is in that Jazz Band group. He asked Tim I knew his 
cousins, the Hempels.  Recall Jennifer’s younger brother Jon and older brother Henry 

(Dutch).  
 My uncle passed away the other day, leaving my mom the last survivor or six 
children. It occurred to me that this leaves me as one of the elder statesmen of the family. 
Fortunately, the family is not very close, so the younger folk in the family probably won’t 
be seeking my learned opinion. This can only help them. 
 I went to my uncle’s calling hours at Behm’s. The first person I saw when I got 
to the calling hours was Edie Tobul, Rob Melius’ mom. We talked with her when we got 
inside. She had just had knee replacement, so I stood off to one side, just in case she 
decided to give me the bionic knee lift to the head. That has happen to me more than once 
at calling hours. She is progressing nicely. Edie hoped to see my mom, but Mom decided 
to wait and just go to the funeral. Edie bowled with my uncle. Sandy Schlee Chadwick, 
my and my mother’s friend, came up. Her mother-in-law just passed away. She had been 
staying at the same nursing home as my uncle. 
 I saw my cousin I haven’t seen forever and a day at the calling hours. He is two-
and-a-half weeks short of being one year younger than me, but graduated in ’71 from 

Geneva. I’ll mention his name because a few of you ended up going to Geneva. His 
name is Vernon “Bud” Clark. 
Thursday, March 4, 2010 

 Sandi Skidmore Lentini sent me her new Yahoo email address. She could not 
open her old one. 
 A couple of people, Larry Jones and Susan Doubledee Tucker (all the way 
from FL), sent notes on the passing of Louanna M. Billington, who taught grades four 
and five at Homer Nash Kimball Elementary School from 1963 to 1973, and was in 
charge of Madison School's Remedial Reading Program (Title I) from 1973 until her 
retirement in 1987. Susan’s sister had sent her the news and link, and Susan forwarded to 
me. Susan’s sister is Kate Wells, '64 graduate of MMHS, now living in Leroy where 
Carol Ames is queen. 
 I saw in Wednesday’s Star Beacon that Diane Znidarsic Baker’s father passed 
away. I have included the obituary from the Behm website at the end of this newsletter. 
Recall that I included Diane’s mom’s obituary in the Feb 2010 newsletter. That sort of 
thing happens a lot, as you know.  
 Rob Melius! Pull out your Strawbs’ Bursting at the Seams album! Awesome! 
Saturday, March 06, 2010 
 Mark Johnson apparently emailed us all, confused with why he didn’t ask out 
more of our cute ’71 girls. I can’t answer that for him, but I can for me: fear of rejection! 



 I went for a walk, but since I can’t find my ear piece/microphone, I only called 
John Hejduk, who had recently returned from a train trip. John was in Montgomery, AL, 
driving home from a wedding in FL. 
 I found out that another one of our classmates has been laid off from his job for 
the last 1.5 years. The good news is that he is going fine and enjoying the time off. 
 Sandy Hoffman Krasneski gave me permission to give Debbie Talkington her 
email address. Sandy asked for Denise Miller’s contact info. I left my email address with 
Denise’s husband nearly two years ago, but haven’t heard back. Maybe I should try back. 
I took me two years to reach Denise. It might be another two years before I reach them in 
person again. Sandy also wants Peggy Penhollow Hamilton’s email. Denise was 
Sandy’s Maid of Honor in her wedding and Peggy was the Bridesmaid.  
Sunday, March 07, 2010 

 I sent out the pictures from the recent 9th Annual Madison Gathering in FL.  I 
hope you got them and enjoyed them. It was a big email, and some of them were 
returned. I didn’t take the time to see whose got returned. 
 Larry Jones emailed the obituary of Mr. Freshley. I am including it toward the 
end of this newsletter. Larry wrote, “Richard E. Freshley was the father of Rick (Rickie) 

(1966), Dan Freshley (1973) and Cheryll Sansalone Freshley (1964). Richard was also 
the owner of Freshley Shoe-N-Boot shop in Madison.” 
 David George and Claudia Gress Bentley enjoyed the FL Reunion pictures. She 
thought Mary Kurila and Ralph Spaulding look great. I emailed Claudia to find out if 
Mrs. Kurila was a teacher. Frank Gorsuch knows some of them. Jill Collins Jarvis had 
fun looking at these photos. She definitely remembers many of the folks who are 
pictured. [I’m guessing that’s because of the Collins family food store.] 
 Sandy Hoffman loved the pictures of our older classmates in Florida. Ruth Ann 

(Bendelewski) Whipple is Sandy’s cousin. She didn't realize Norm and her graduated 
before she was born. Sandy’s folks still live in South Madison and been married 66 years 
in November. They’re good friends Tony and Rose Debevc, beating them by a few 
months. Dale Scott lived across from the Hoffmans and was such a character. His mom, 
Marge, lives in Geneva, and is a real sweet woman, Sandy tells. 

John Hejduk wrote of the FL pictures, “I recognized Tiny Jopko, whom I worked 

with for Madison Village (he was the Street Superintendent when I was the Water 

Treatment Plant Operator).  I also recognized Mr. Spaulding, who I'm sure you 

remember as a 5th grade teacher and assistant principal at North Madison Elementary. 

Surprising -- both of them appear to have aged quite a bit, while you and I haven't 

changed at all :).” 
I wrote back to John, “There are two things about this email I find disturbing. 

First, it is only 7 pm and you are not working. What about the GDP? Also, you used a 

colon and a right parenthesis in one of those smiley face things.” 
Monday, March 08, 2010 

 I took a walk in shorts for the first time this spring. When I got to the library, 
some Boy Scouts and the Scout Master were unloading a car. I could swear the Scout 
Master said, “Hello, Stu,” but I wasn’t sure. When I checked out of the library, I asked 
the librarian what his name is. A lady nearby said, “That’s my husband: Mark Brandt.” I 
knew Mark lived nearby and was real surprised he remembered and recognized me. His 



mom and my mom were friends, and I used to go over to their house. Mark is at least a 
few years younger than me. Isn’t everyone? 

I wanted to get some insight about the Bakken shale from geologist Charlie 

Brewster, and he didn’t disappoint me. He also sent news of his twin boys: “As for the 

twins, they are over two and very active. They talk well and are a surprise with what they 

say every day. Have to check my vocabulary constantly, as they remember everything. 

They are already Browns and Cavs fans, and fond of rocks, so they are doing nicely.” 
Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

 I sent out breaking-news about the passing of Dale Rumberger’s mother. 
Friday, March 12, 2010 

 I went to the early calling hours for Dale Rumberger’s mom. When I arrived 
about 3:15, there were two groups of people. I didn’t immediately recognize anyone. To 
the left of me, four gentlemen were standing, talking. The first person I recognized as I 
approached was Rick Baldner. Then I recognized Dale from behind. (No jokes, please.) 
As I approached, I think it was Rick that mentioned my name. I’m not sure if he 
recognized me, or someone told him. I’m fairly sure I have not seen Rick since high 
school. To his left was Roy Elliot, and across from Roy was his brother, Al Elliott, Class 
of ‘69. 
 Rick Baldner works in Lake County and loves his job because he is outside a lot. 
Rick knew Dale’s dad, who passed away in 2000 sometime after his car accident. Rick 
liked him very much. Roy Elliott and I didn’t talk too much between us. All I got was 
that he is still boating. I hadn’t seen Dale Rumberger since the 2001 reunion, but we 
have stayed in touch occasionally via email, and some of his exploits have been 
documented in the newsletter. Dale’s wife, Claudia, is a very nice lady and seemed to 
remember me from the reunion, although she could have been faking it, I suppose. I also 
got to talk with Dale’s sister, Carol Rumberger. She is a middle school teacher in VA. 
Dale also told me that Tom Castrilla had come by earlier. 
 I asked Rick what his brother, Bill Baldner, was up to. He was coaching baseball 
in Tennessee, and I’m assuming it was college ball, but could have been high school, I 
suppose. I think he is done with that now and has moved on, but I’m not sure. 
 I left the calling hours and went to visit my mom. I suggest you do the same. 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 

 Paul Potemra called and mentioned a music teacher whose name I recognized, 
but have all ready have forgotten as I write this. Later Paul emailed the name: Mr. 

Samios. Paul learned to play flute-a-phone from him. Also, I couldn’t think of my 
American History teacher’s name, but it comes to me now: Mr. Rogus. 
 I couldn’t get out and walk this afternoon. The rain has set in here, interrupting a 
wonderful string of spring days. Vickie’s gone, so I made a few calls while doing some 
other things. 

I called Ed Adams in Madison, hoping to get some contact info for Debbie Vliek. 
He didn’t have any numbers for me. Ed is Sandy Schlee’s brother-in-law. I called a 
Madison number for Nelson Blouin, in hopes of finding Lorraine Blouin, but it appears I 
had a wrong number. I got some apartments. I got the busy signal for a Curran in 
Painesville again. Chuck & Christine Curran remain missing. Kathleen Dunning’s 
number in Mentor is no longer in service. I’ve still got absolutely nothing on Candy 

Dunning. 



I have been getting Debbie Elliott’s email returned, so I called her to tell her and 
say hello. She has been offline and will get her computer back soon. She told me about 
the time she ran into Jerry Masek, somewhere in the Cleveland area. She has been 
concerned about Mardy Urbanic, so I gave her Mardy’s address. Debbie gave me her 
cell phone number. She recently joined the ranks of 57-year-olds. 
Monday, March 15, 2010 

 Larry Jones, Class of ’73, emailed and is beginning to gather contact info from 
members of ’73 as their 40th reunion approaches. Please forward any info you feel 
comfortable forwarding. I’ll pass it along to Larry. 
 I was over at my mom's tonight and Betty Eland Thieland (sp) [say THAT 12 
times] called my mom from FL. She is older than my mom, and my mom is 81. I was 
thinking she is related to our Lynda Eland, so I wrote her to ask. Lynda thinks she is a 
cousin.  
Thursday, March 18, 2010 

 Tom Williams emailed, saying J. Jay Fabian would like to get the newsletter. 
He’ll be receiving a re-issue directly. I’ve not determined if this is Jay Fabian, the 
runner. I can’t remember if he was ’68 or ’69. Tom got a business card from Mr. Fabian 
at Lake County Days in FL.  His business card says Brittany  Residential, Inc, Madison.  
Saturday, March 20, 2010 
 The Class of ‘71’s Dan Gragg’s brother, Dave Gragg wrote, “As you've 

probably heard we are planning the Class of 70's 40th reunion and have been tracking 

down lost people.  I wanted to check and see if you had any contact info for Diane Hollar 

from your class. I've run into dead ends with her brother Larry Hollar from our class.  

His previous address, phone number and email are no longer functional. Let me know if 

you have anything on Diane.” Later, Dave wrote, “Peggy Murray Schupska [Dale 

Schupska’s wife] is coordinating this year's reunion and people search. We expect to 

meet again soon and I will have her send you a list of the missing in action.” [I promised 
to use this newsletter to help find the missing, much like we’ve done with the Class of 

’69.] 
 I’ve spent time trying to find Diane and Larry Hollar. I’ve heard that both of 
them are out of the country, Larry as a teacher. I have no idea how accurate either is. I 
have an email for Diane, but have not gotten a response. I emailed her again. Maybe she 
is shy like me? Please write me if you know anything. We wouldn’t want Larry to miss 
out on his 40th reunion. 
 I tried Gail Hollar in Wickliffe, again. There is still no answer. I found a Robert 
Hollar in Perry. He is related to the Hollar’s on Dave drive, Madison, and no relation. I 
left Robin and John Hollar of Medina a message. I called Pam Palmer Brunner (maybe) 
and left her a message. I was told she is the Hollars cousin. 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 
 It was supposed to rain today, but we got a reprieve. So as I was working 
outside, I made some calls: 
 I called George and Shelly [Campbell] Csepegi because they had given me 
some numbers for Gary and Tary Csepegi. They weren’t home, but I left a message 
with their daughter. I told them that the number for Tary was correct, but not the number 
for Gary, but I had found his number and talked with him. George and Shelly live about 8 
miles from me, and must live very close to Dale and Peggy [Murray] Schupska. 



 The was no answer this time at the Curran’s home in Painesville. I left a 
message for a Bill Herron in Cleveland. Gail Hollar is still not answering. I hope she is 
ok, whoever she is. I got Denise Howard’s voicemail again. The J Jackson phone has 
gone from no answer to disconnected in Painesville. I’m thinking I should have an easier 
time finding Jeff Jackson than I am. Paul Kirchstein was not available; according to the 
number I called. I will try again. Debbie Miller’s answering machine sounded really 
weird. There is still no answer from Melvin Reed in Painesville. The Turner’s in 
Madison, alleged to live near Rory Butler when he was in school, are still not answering. 
 But all was not lost. John Hejduk and Paul Potemra both called me. They 
take turns. They worry I might wander too far from the house. John was on his way to 
Indiana. Paul was considering going to the horse races. I thought it would be fun to pull 
some weeds. 
Tuesday, March 23, 2010 
 Roy Elliott emailed yesterday afternoon. Rick Baldner called him Sunday night. 
Rick’s sister, Joyce Baldner, passed away maybe Saturday. 
Wednesday, March 24, 2010 

 Barb Otto Price tells me that Charlie Brewster’s father and her father were 
friends. 
Thursday, March 25, 2010 
 I sent out the breaking news obituary of Joyce Baldner’s passing today.
 Susan Doubledee Tucker forwarded a campaign email from Debbie Cordes, 
Community Liaison, Madison Local Schools: “Rise up Bluestreaks everywhere and cast 

your vote for Madison High as a “ Cool School " on the A.M. Show on FOX8 TV! 

Currently we are getting our clock cleaned by supporters of Normandy High School - 

let's show off the power of our BLUESTREAK PRIDE and bury them with votes! BE 

SURE TO TELL A FRIEND TO VOTE! The winning school is has a film crew come out, 

is featured on the show and receives prizes!  Free publicity, I LOVE it!   Rally your staff 

and send emails to all your friends, let’s do this!  Thanks, Deb ” The campaign will be 
over when you receive this. 
 Mrs. Winchell, our history teacher, is involved with the local wineries and the 
Adventure Zone Family Fun Center in G-O-T-L: http://www.adventurezonefun.com/ 
 Just because Joe Diplacido knows “to the day” how long it is before he retires, 
that in no way indicates that he is looking forward to it, but the countdown is 9+ months. 
Don’t expect me to remember exactly ---- it’s HIS retirement, not mine. 
Friday, March 26, 2010 
 Claudia Gress Bentley was stunned when she heard of the passing of Joyce 

Baldner. They lived around the corner from each other, and Joyce would stop in 
occasionally to talk. 
 I had dinner tonight with Lenny Roberts, his wife, Kathy, and Sandy Schlee 
Chadwick, and my mom. I spent most of the time talking with my old friend and 
neighbor, Lenny, who I hadn’t seen in about 1 ½ years. I exchange email with sandy 
regularly We all met at 5 pm and Quinn’s Family Restaurant in Austinburg. We all had 
the fish fry. The food was very good, and Quinn’s continues to impress me with every 
visit. 
 I remembered that Mike Sanders lived across the street from Lenny in Geneva. 
I asked Lenny about Mike. Mike moved and Lenny doesn’t know where he is. It occurred 



to me that I didn’t have Mike on my “missing” list, so I have added him. I also emailed 
Pam Girdler DiPlacido to see if she knows where Uncle Mike is. 
 I’ve mentioned it before in this newsletter, but I am always impressed how 
much Kathy Roberts knows about our class and people from Madison in general, even 
though she is from FL. Barry Punkar was brought up, and Kathy knows his wife, Judy. 
Barry lives in FL now. Lenny reminded me that Barry played football. I had only 
remembered basketball. 
 Lenny doesn’t read the newsletter, even though I send it to him and Kathy. 
Does he think I do this for the fun of it? Actually, their computer is rather slow and a bit 
of a pain in the butt. 
 It got to be 6:30 pm. Lenny had to leave for his Friday night Texas Hold ’em 
Game, so we all said goodbye and parted ways. 
Saturday, March 27, 2010 
 I emailed Peggy Murray Schupska to ask if she would like to include a list of 
the missing from the Class of ’70 in the newsletter. 
 I have it from a good source that the Tri-State Tag Team Champion Wheelock 

Sisters, Wendy and Terri, now residing in FL and IN, respectively, and formerly from 
Parts Unknown, are driving up to Madison today for a funeral and birthday party. These 
are separate events, not the combination funeral/birthday party that Madison is known 
for. Later tonight, they will appear at MHS gym where they will attempt to wrest the 
Lake County Tag Team belts from the Masked Madisonites in a loser-leaves-town match. 
 I wrote to Jay Fabian, Class of ’68, in Madison and now have all the Fabian 
Bros sorted out: Jay ’68, Jim ’69, and Ron ’74. 
 Walk & Talk: Curran’s line in Painesville was busy. I got Chris George’s 
answering machine in Madison. I wanted to see if I could get his sister Gail George’s, 
Class of ’69, contact info. I also wanted to see how our Gary George is doing. I called 
Debbie Gibler, Class of ’69, and left her a message. I called a Bill Herron in WV. I can’t 
remember now what happened, so I guess I’ll try another time. I called Frank Gorsuch 
and left him a hello message. I called Ernie Hines and his mailbox isn’t set up, or 
something. Gail Hollar is still not answering. A Jeff Jackson number had no answer. 
Paul Kirchstein was not available. I got Debbie Miller’s voicemail again.  
 Debbie Gibler Grabelsek called me back while I was working outside, and we 
talked for quite a while. She was one of the missing from the Class of ’69. She has never 
been to a reunion, but she is really nice and funny, so I suggest that the Class of ’69 invite 
her next time. She lives in Harpersfield and they grow and sell grapes, for Welch’s, etc. 
Grabelsek Vineyards appears at the Grape Jamboree and Covered Bridge Festival, etc. 
She says she never sees anyone from school. She recently acquired a couple of Homer 
Nash Kimball yearbooks at a garage sale and promised to scan them for me so I can share 
them with you all. I also asked if she is David Gibler’s sister and she is. David lives in 
PA and is currently in ICU at a hospital. When I send this newsletter to Debbie, she is 
going to send me David’s contact info so I can contact him when he recovers from 
pneumonia.  
Sunday, March 28, 2010 
 I found out why I was not able to reach Ernie Hines yesterday. He went to 
Joyce Baldner's funeral. Maybe that is why I didn’t reach him since he remembered to 
turn my phone off for a change. He talked with Rick Baldner and Roy Elliott. 



 Larry Jones sent an obituary of yet another fallen parent, George J. Obelenus. I 
recognize that name from school. I copy-and-pasted it at the end of this newsletter, and 
here is the News-Herald link: 
http://www.news-herald.com/articles/2010/03/27/obituaries/nh2287453.txt 

 

Wednesday, March 31, 2010 
 Jay Fabian, Class of ’68, emailed with his brother James Fabian’s contact 
information, which I am forwarding to Kathi Densmore Okorn. James lives in VA. Jay 
says he is no longer runner, as most of us are not. 

Rose Danyi Martowitz wrote to mention another alumnus who passed away on 
March 28: Joe Biscotti. She believes he was in the Class of 60 or 61. She knew his 
family well and thought some of you might remember him, too. 
 I got home from work and took a walk into town on a wonderful spring day. 
Just before I got the to main town intersection, a guy pulled up and motioned for me to 
come over to the car as he pulled over. He had seen me walking 4 or 5 times and thought 
he recognized me. His dad was my neighbor in Ashtabula in the 1980s. We always called 
him Buddy because that is what he always called my son. He reminded me his last name 
is Moore, but I have no idea what his first name is. We talked a while and I found out he 
works at Rock Creek Aluminum, and it turns out he knows our Keith Morgan, who is an 
accountant for the company that owns Rock Creek Aluminum. He said Keith is a nice 
guy, but I was too tired from walking to argue with him. He said he sees Keith once a 
year at inventory time. He mentioned that he thought Keith was going to retire soon? 
Remember, classmates --- idle hands are tools of the devil! Besides, I don’t want to be the 
last one working. 
  
Revised Missing Members of MHS Class of ‘71 
 As the readership grows, I thought I would make this a regular list each month 
and get you all to help me with anything you might know. With that in mind, these 
classmates might not be missing, but I don’t know where they are, and you know how I 
worry:  Danny Alexander, Sandra Alexander, Connie Antrobus, Ann Arndt 

Hornacky, Betty Ann Baker, Chris L. Beer, Roy Birman, Lorraine Blouin, Barbara 

Jean Brown, Christine M. Brown, Judy Brown, Joe Buck, Jeff Burnheimer, Robert 

D. “Rory” Butler, Nancy Carey, Everett Cleversy, John Coffey, Harry Cole, 

Barbara Diane Crawford, Christine & Chuck Curran, Rick Daugherty, Craig 

Dennison, Caroline Rebecca “Candy” Dunning, Dennis Frahley, Jerry Hale, Robert 

“Bob” Hall, Edward Hankey, Jennifer Hempel, Sandy Hendershot, Bill Herron, 

Diane Lynn Hollar, Jeff Jackson, Paul Kirchstein, Ken Kovich, Don Lake, Fred 

Lape, Margaret Tonette Mandagelo Foster, Brenda Marlin, Mike Marshall, John 

Mattson, Ken Moknach, Sherri Molnar, Terry William Nichols, Sandra Nowland, 

Lynn Page, Mike Sanders, Andrew Segan, John Silvis, Bob Stevens, Charles 

Vandervort, Debbie Vliek, David “Duffy” Weaver, Deborah Lee Westmoreland, 

Richard Wolfe, Kenneth Willm, and Barbara Wittenburg. Some of these classmates 
may not be missing, but might not be answering the phone, for example. I’m heavily into 
“confirmation.” If you remember ANYTHING about these classmates, please write me 
and let me know. You would be surprised at the little things that help. 
 
Revised: Missing members of MMHS Class of ‘69 



 Anything you can remember or know about these classmates might be of help. 
Here is the list: Cathy Andrews Agapetus, Janet Bennett, Sharon Bensky, MaryLou 

Bosch Davis, Dan Creel, Mike Daniels, Mary Dingle, Joe Drajic, Karen Gedeon, 

Gail George Ernst, Sue Glasscock Cumpston, Sharon Green Daugherty, Pat 

Harrison Burton, Linda Hartzell Welker, Connie Sue Hay Powell, Steve Houston, 

Linda Kiefer Lovett, Linda Knapp Peckinpaugh, Kay Leininger Williams, Frank 

Martin, Cindy Mattox, Lawrence McClelland, Patricia Mooneyham Bensky, David 

Nash, Douglas Norris, Thomas Payne, Lillian Pennington, Sheila Pudder, Gwyn 

Raico, Karen Ramsey, Catherine Reaney, Vicki Setser, Barbara Skidmore, 

Jacqueline Stillman, Shirley Swaddling Eubanks, Jack Sweesy, Lola Swiger 

Bosham, Sandra Tobol Ortiz, Robin Walker, Bruce Whipple, Judith White Schulz, 

Margaret Wiles Stevens, Russ Williams, Robert Wilson, Mitch Wyant, and Linda 

Zimmerman Ball. 
 
 
For the Quilters Among Us 

QwM 2010 
  

    http://www.quiltingwithmachines.com 
  

Quilting with Machines, A  Learning Experience Conference  
September 22-25, 2010 

Sawmill Creek Resort and Convention Center in Huron, Ohio. 
  
Registration is open! 
We are ready to process your selections, for what is sure to be the biggest and best QwM 
so far.  
  
Hurry over to the Quilting with Machines website and check out the classes, teachers, and 
fun events planned for 2010. 
Register early for best class availability.  
  
Nearby activities make this location the perfect family getaway, as well as the region’s 
premier quilting event.  
While quilters are expanding their quilting skills, family members can experience Cedar 
Point Amusement Park, Charter Fishing, Golf, Lake Erie Island tours, Water parks, 
Hiking trails and many more of the area’s attractions. 
  
Choose from a wide array of hands-on and lecture style classes, piecing classes and free 
demos from the most talented quilting instructors the industry has to offer. Whether you 
are a longarm, midarm, shortarm or domestic machine quilter, you are sure to find a 
variety of classes to spark your interest. 
  
Enter the judged quilt show, and don’t miss participating in the Sew Batik   Sponsored 
“Quilt As Desired” Challenge, to win awards, and share your talents with other quilters. 
  



Machine dealers will be on site to compare machines and answer your questions. 
Come take a test drive on the machines of your choice! 
  
The vendor mall promises to have a wide variety of products to fill every need. Supplies, 
thread, templates, patterns, fabric, books and notions../ you’ll find it all here. 
  Sawmill Creek is easily accessible from the I-90 OH Turnpike, and is conveniently 
located between the Toledo and Cleveland Airports. 
 FMI visit the QwM website  http://www.quiltingwithmachines.com 
 
Louanna M. Billington 

Published: Thursday, March 4, 2010 
Louanna M. Billington, 89, of Madison, passed away Sunday, Feb. 28, 2010, at Hospice 
of The Western Reserve in Cleveland. 
 
Born July 12, 1920, in Palestine, she was the daughter of Leota H. (Gordon) and Marcus 
V. Olloman. 
 
Mrs. Billington worked as a teacher in the Madison school system. 
 
She had been a Madison area resident since 1941. She was a Lake Erie College graduate 
with a B.A. degree and continued at Edinboro University in Pennsylvania, where she 
received her master's degree in English and reading. 
 
Mrs. Billington received two Martha Holden Jennings Scholarship Awards for teaching 
reading for the mechanics of puppetry. She taught grades four and five at Homer Nash 
Kimball Elementary School from 1963 to 1973, and she was in charge of Madison 
School's Remedial Reading Program (Title I) from 1973 until her retirement in 1987. She 
was the author of two books, "Pillars to Pikes," in 1990 and "History of Madison," in 
1994 
 
She was a member of Central Congregational Church, The Madison-Geneva Study Club, 
Grapevine Club for 53 years, and was a co-founder of the Madison Historical Society. 
She was also a member of Retired Teachers Association, Round Table Study Club, Delta 
Kappa Gamma, Madison Garden Club, Ohio Preservation Council in Columbus, and a 
longtime member of International Reading Association. 
 
Survivors are her son, Jeffrey H. (Kay) Billington [Note: Kay is Peggy Smith’s sister] of 
Concord Township; three grandchildren, Bethany Billington Burgess, Bryan and Bruce 
Billington; three great-grandchildren, Damon, Ryan and Ashley; and one sister, Dorothea 
Douglas of Nashville, Tenn. 
 
She was preceded in death in 2007 by her husband, Merle A. Billington, whom she 
married Feb. 22, 1941, in Geneva; son, Jon D. Billington; and her parents. 
 
Memorial services will be held 11 a.m. Wednesday, March 31, 2010, at The Behm 
Family Funeral Homes & Crematory, 26 River St., Madison. (Please note the date of 



service.) 
 
Visitation will be one hour prior to the service at the funeral home. Final resting place 
will be in Fairview Cemetery in Madison. 
 
Contributions may be made to Madison Historical Society, P.O. Box 91, Madison, OH 
44057, or Hospice of the Western Reserve, 300 E. 185th St., Cleveland, OH 44119. 
http://news-herald.com/articles/2010/03/04/obituaries/nh2174062.txt 
 
[Note: If you go to the above website, you may see a few names of classmates that you 
recognize that have left tributes.] 
 
 

Leonard Znidarsic 

   
Leonard F. Znidarsic, Age 84 
Resident of Madison, Ohio, passed away Wednesday, March 3, 2010.  
 
Born January 29, 1926 in Cleveland to Josephine (Krasevic) & Joseph Znidarsic, he 
married Georgia Ann Balch on 10/7/1950. 
 
Leonard retired in 1988 from Uniroyal. 
 
He served in the U.S. Army in Europe during World War II. and was an avid Cleveland 
sports fan.  
 
He is survived by Daughters, Diane [Znidarsic] Baker & Nora (Ed) Anderson, both of 
Madison; Grandchildren, Melanie (Jeff) Majikas of Mentor, Jennifer (Clayton) Teel of 
Perry, Jessica (Brian) Herron of Cortland & Amy (Bill) Cutlip of Ashtabula; 11 Great 
Grandchildren;  
Brother, Joe Znidarsic of Cleveland. 
 
He was preceded in death by Wife, Georgia Znidarsic, Parents; Great Grandson, Conner 
Vanek; Brothers, Ed & Albert Znidarsic 
 
Friends will be received 6-8:00 pm, Friday, March 5, 2010 at The Behm Family Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, 26 River Street, Madison, Ohio. 
 
Funeral Service will be 10:00 am, Saturday, March 6, 2010 at the funeral home with the 
Rev. Larry Wade officiating.  
 
Final Resting Place will be at Fairview Cemetery in Madison. 

 

 

Richard E. Freshley 
Published: Sunday, March 7, 2010 



Richard E. Freshley, 87, of Madison, Ohio and Largo, Fla., passed away Feb. 27, 2010, in 
Largo. 
 
Born Aug. 28, 1922, in Madison, Dick lived most of his life there before retiring to 
Florida in 2001. 
 
Dick was a veteran of the U.S. Army, Infantry, 77th. Div., serving during World War II, 
and made the landing on Guam. 
 
Mr. Freshley and Evelyn were the owners of Freshley Shoe-N-Boot Shop in Madison. 
 
Survivors are his wife, Evelyn (Garrett); children, Rick (Rickie) Freshley of Punta 
Gorda, Fla., Dan (fiancee, Patti Meyer) Freshley of St. Pete, Fla., and Cheryll (Nick) 

Sansalone of Perry; grandchildren, Dawn (Tom) Gilchrist, Danielle (JR) Kouche, Nick 
(fiancee, Rebecca Hobson) Sansalone, and Steve (Pam) Ferencie; and great-
grandchildren, Simon and Evelyn Gilchrist, Tony Sansalone, and Emily Ferencie. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents, Wm. and Bessie (Logan); seven siblings; and 
his granddaughter, Jennifer Ferencie. 
You can view the above obituary at: 
http://www.news-herald.com/articles/2010/03/07/obituaries/nh2179510.txt 
 
Lake County Speedway 
 Lake County Speedway race track opens on Apr 24th for the first night of racing 
this season. It is now under new ownership, Randy Holbrooks, and under a new name, 
Lake County Speedway. Formerly Painesville Speedway, Lake County Speedway was 
the original name used when it first opened over 50 years ago. 
 
George J. Obelenus 
George J. Obelenus, 81, of Lake Wales, died Wednesday, March 24, 2010, at Lake Wales 
Medical Center 
 
He was born Aug. 8, 1928, in Forest City, Pa., and was a winter resident of Lake Wales 
for 20 years coming from Madison, where he had resided since 1959. 
 
He was retired after 20 years as a stationary engineer for Uniroyal. He was also a U.S. 
Army veteran. Mr. Obelenus was a member of the Lake Wales Lutheran Church. 
 
Survivors are his wife of 59 years Lynna; children, Christine (Michael) Link, Michael 

(Alice) Obelenus, Cheryl (William) Greenhouse, Gerald (Diana) Obelenus, Laurie 

(Timothy) Kerzisnik, Lisa (James) Sumrow and Maria (fiance, James Noble) 

Garczynski; grandchildren, John (Katie) Link, Amy Link, Rachel Kidner, Sara Kidner, 
Kaitlyn Kerzisnik, Joshua Obelenus, Michael Obelenus, Steven Petkash, Sophia Petkash, 
Delainey Sumrow and Aubrey Sumrow; great-grandchildren, Edan Kidner, Evangeline 
Link, and baby Vivian will arrive in June; and his brother, Sylvester Obelenus Jr. 
 



A Memorial Service will be announced in Madison. 
 
Arrangements are being handled by Johnson Funeral Home in Lake Wales, Fla., (863) 
676-1431. 
 
 That’s it for this month. I was hoping to get a list of the missing from the Class 
of ’70 to help them with their 40th reunion with this newsletter. But I haven’t heard from 
them, but if I do, I’d be glad to list them. Happy Easter 2010! 
 
 
 
 
  
 


